Lsr order to form a correct judgment on celebrated
persons, we should have a previous knowledge of the
sphere in which they moved, of the circumstances in
which they were placed, of the epoch at which their
star arose.

Among those whose names the nmny-tongncd dame
has borne to the remotest corners of the civilised world,
none have exemplified more forcibly than Kaehel the
truth of the Spanish adage which accords the palm not
to the most deserving, but to him who arrives in time.
Be this not understood, however, as a disparagement of
the merit of the justly celebrated daughter of Israel
But, without in the least intending to detract from talont
so universally acknowledged, it must be allowed that in
her case Fortune came most opportunely to the aid of
Genius, and that every event, from the commencement
to the close of her career, justified to the utmost her
surname of Felix.

Genius, even when seconded by persevering will, is
not sufficient to conquer the heights Ambition would
scale; it needs the concurrence of auspicious circum-
stances; and Chance, though aptly called the God of ioolw,
has drawn from stagnant obscurity Napoleons, Shak-
speares, and Newtons, who else had ignobly lived and
ingloriously died.

The moment when Eachcl came forward was that of
a crisis. The public was weary of the clamors of tho
partisans of the old school and of those of the now. Tim
question which had kindled so fierco a war between the
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